
THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA  

Monday, June 7, 1999  
9:00 A.M. Worksession 

AGENDA 

1. Recommendations for Children-At-Risk Project 

Deputy County Manager Carolyn Titus will bring forward recommendations for the 
Commissioners to provide a charge to the County Manager’s Office, Youth Coordinating 
Board, and Juvenile Crime Prevention Council regarding the development of a "Continuum of 
Care for At-Risk-Children." The charge shall provide direction and focus to more effectively 
serve children and families, while utilizing resources efficiently and enhancing treatment 
results. 

 
2. Geographic Information Systems Data Access and Distribution Policy  
  

The countywide GIS is now operational and GIS data will be available to the public by the end 
of June 1999. A countywide service policy for GIS data access must be in place to manage 
public requests. 

A GIS data access and distribution policy will establish a countywide service policy and fee 
structure for GIS data access and product distribution. The purpose of this policy is to address 
the issues related to GIS data access, product availability, distribution methods, product and 
service costs, and distribution procedures. This policy will apply to all GIS data available for 
public access in the City of Durham and Durham County. 

The policy was written to ensure the City and County comply with the North Carolina Public 
Records Law, provide easy and flexible methods to access GIS data, and provide GIS data 
and products to the public with a reasonable cost. We would like to have the policy in place by 
July 1, 1999. 

Resource Person: Michiyo K. Wagner 

County Manager’s Recommendation: I am not requesting approval at this point in time. 
Please review this policy for input and adoption at your next Board meeting. This item is being 
referred to the County Attorney for any revisions that his office feels are necessary. This item 
is placed on your consent item just for your review and to let you know that the GIS system is 
now operational. 

 
3. MPO Legislation  
  

Representative Luebke and Senator Clodfelter (Charlotte) have introduced bills that would 
reorganize Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) in North Carolina. Representative 
Luebke’s bill (HB 1288) has passed the House; Senator Clodfelter’s bill (SB 1164) is still 
under consideration in the Senate. The basic intent of SB 1164 as stated by Senator 
Clodfelter is to create a mechanism to carry out smart growth initiatives in major regions of the 
State. This would be accomplished by combining multiple MPOs in the Triangle (2), the Triad 
(4), and the Charlotte area (3) into one MPO in each region. 



The MPO for the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro (DCHC) urbanized area includes Durham, 
Chapel Hill, Carrboro, Hillsborough, all of Durham County, and portions of Orange and 
Chatham Counties. A separate MPO includes all of Wake County and the municipalities in 
Wake County. The MPO serves as the forum for transportation decision-making in the urban 
area. Primary responsibilities of the MPO include the development of the long-range 
Transportation Plan and the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 

The DCHC TAC, while supportive of sound regional planning, has expressed concern with the 
proposed legislation and indicated that they could not support the legislation at this time. 
Chapel Hill, Carrboro, and Orange County have also raised concerns. The primary concern is 
that the philosophy and initiatives of the DCHC MPO and smaller jurisdictions would be 
subsumed or diminished in the context of a regional MPO dominated by Raleigh and Wake 
County. Project implementation (through the TIP) and air quality conformity issues would also 
be affected by the creation of one MPO for the region. 

The NCDOT supports the basic concept of better regional planning but has offered suggested 
changes to the legislation that would ensure consistency with federal legislation, ensure 
rational MPO boundaries, and a reasonable time frame for implementation. 

Mark Ahrendsen, Transportation Manager and staff to the DCHC MPO, is available to answer 
questions. 

County Manager’s Recommendation: Receive report and take appropriate action. 

 


